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are due to the natural desire to magnify the splen-
dour of the position he renounced, when, for the
sake of others, he " came out" as a mendicant
teacher. The name of his mother has not yet been
found in the oldest texts, but it is given in the
Buddhavansa as Maya, and we are told that she
died when he was seven days old, and that he was
brought up by his aunt, Maha Pajapatl of the Go-
tamids. We also know that he was married (though
the name of his wife is not given), that he had a son
named Rahula, and that this son afterwards became
an insignificant member of the Order founded
by his father. Of Gotama's childhood and early
youth we know next to nothing from the earlier
texts. But there are not wanting even there de-
scriptions of the wonders which attended his birth,
and of the marvellous precocity of the boy. " He
was not born as ordinary men are; he had no earthly
father; he descended of his own accord into his
mother's womb from his throne in heaven; and he
gave unmistakable signs, immediately after his birth,
of his high character and of his future greatness.
Earth and heaven at his birth united to pay him
homage, the very trees bent of their own accord over
his mother, and the angels and archangels were
present with their help. His mother was the best
and the purest of the daughters of men, and his